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The Brazos System

Brazos Electric Power Cooperative, Inc .
JAMES £, MONAHAN

EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT
ANI JENERAL MANAGER

September 15, 1980

Texas Air Control Board
8520 Shoal Creek Blvd.
Austin, Texas 78758

SUBJECT: Brazos Electric Power Cooperative, San Miguel to
Waco Microwave System Environmental Sensitivities

Reference: 1. Attachment 1
System Description and System Map
2. Attachment 2
Site Area Topographical Maps
3. Attachment 3
Typical Structures for Microwave Sites
4. Attachment 4
Site Layout Dimensions
5. Attachment 5
Site Construction Requirements
6. Attachment 6
Sites with Existing Facilities
7. Attachment 7
Sites with New Land Requirements
8. Attachment 8
Proximity of Sites to Existing Roads,
Structures, and Rights-of-Way

Dear Sir:

Brazos Electric Power Cooperative is planning construction of a microwave system
to provide communications between the San Miguel Power Plant, located near San
Miguel, Texas, and Waco, Texas. A system description and map is included as At-
tachment 1 to describe the project,

In accordance with Rural Electrification Administration guidelines and require-
ments, Brazos Electric is preparing an environmental report to determine impact
from the microwave system structures on the areas involved. This report is to
indicate any unusual or sensitive environmental issues which would warrant spe-
cial consideration. Any concerns with respect to air quality, water quality,
adverse contribution to land erosion, and impact on flora and fauna is to be in-
cluded.
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Microwave communication sites are restricted to specific individual geographical
locations by definition of their function, as compared to that of power transmis-
sion lines which traverse a continuous corridor from one geographical point to
another. Land requirements, site layouts, specific locations, and typical struc-
tural descriptions are all provided in the attachments to this letter. Attach-
ments 6, 7, and 8 indicate those sites planned at locations where structural fa-
cilities already exist and those sites where new acreage is required for towers
and equipment shelters.

The attached information is provided for review by interested agencies. As com-
pared to transmission line power projects, it is felt that the microwave sites
will contribute a much lesser impact on the environment of the planned areas
since the land usage is restricted to small parcels of farm or pasture land. Im-
pact on flood plains, wetlands, and coastal marine flora and fauna is not expect-
ed since the communication sites are generally located at higher elevations than
surrounding terrain. The San Miguel Power Plant, where the system starts, is
located a considerable distance from the Gulf Coast.

The microwave system project is identified as a "non-construction" project as
defined in the preliminary draft of proposed USFWS/NMFS regulations implementing
the Endangered Species Act of 1973 as amended.

Agencies or organizations are invited to indicate any concerns with respect to
the described project to the undersigned. If no response is received within 30
days, it will be assumed that no impact exists for the areas in question. We
greatly appreciate your time and attention.

Sincerely,

T

James G. Flynn
Design Engineer
Communications & Control

JGF:jf
Encl.
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